NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST PHASE
not, it is impossible to say.    The editors of his journal think that it was.    Their case rests entirely on a document which they print in their preface from the original among Gourgaud's papers, a letter written by Montholon to Gourgaud a fortnight after the challenge, which shows that their relations were then not unfriendly, and that the departure of Gourgaud was either planned or utilized by the Emperor for purposes of his own.    "The Emperor thinks, my dear Gourgaud/' writes Montholon, "that you are overacting your part.    He fears that Sir H. Lowe may begin to open his eyes/'    We admit that if this letter were printed by Las Cases we should be inclined to doubt it; as it is, we have no ground for questioning  its  authenticity.    But  how  much  of Gourgaud's departure was dramatic and strategical, and how much due to profound weariness and vexation- of spirit, we cannot know: it was probably a compound.     It is,  however,  noteworthy that  two months before the ostentatious rupture Montholon records that the Emperor is determined to send Gourgaud away in order to appeal to the Russian Emperor.    And, according to Montholon, as will appear later, Gourgaud's departure is merely a Russian mission.    There is no mention or question of a quarrel.    This, however,  is an omission probably due to the editing of 1847.    In fine, we believe the truth to be this: Gourgaud was weary of the life at St. Helena; Napoleon was weary of Gourgaud; so that Gourgaud's real and active jealousy of Montholon was utilized by the Emperor as a means both of getting rid of Gourgaud and of communicating with Europe through an officer who could thoroughly explain the situation and policy of Longwood.
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